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Study puts Maria deaths at 4,645 


Official hurricane toll for Puerto Rico is 64; 
Harvard data based on survey of households 


BY ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ 
AND LAURIE MCGINLEY 
The Washington Post 


CAGUAS, Puerto Rico — At 
least 4,645 people died as a result 
of Hurricane Maria and its devas- 


tation across Puerto Rico last year, 
according to a new Harvard study 
released Tuesday, an estimate that 
far exceeds the official govern- 
ment death toll, which stands at 
64. 

The study, published in the New 


England Journal of Medicine, 
found that health care disruption 
for the elderly and the loss of basic 
utility services for the chronically 
ill had significant impacts across 
the U.S. territory, which was 
thrown into chaos after the Sep- 
tember hurricane wiped out the 
electrical grid and had widespread 
effects on infrastructure. Some 
communities were cut off for 


weeks amid road closures and 
communications failures. 
Researchers in the United 
States and Puerto Rico, led by sci- 
entists at the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health and Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center, 
calculated the number of deaths 
by surveying nearly 3,300 ran- 
domly chosen households across 
the island and comparing the esti- 


mated post-hurricane death rate 
to the mortality rate for the year 
before. Their surveys indicated 
that the mortality rate was 14.3 
deaths per 1,000 residents from 
Sept. 20 through Dec. 31, 2017, a 62 
percent increase in the mortality 
rate compared to 2016, or 4,645 
“excess deaths.” 


See MARIA, 9A 


~ JOE CAVARETTA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Mindy Borkson of Hollywood trudges through a thick bed of seaweed Tuesday after Alberto brought South Florida three days of 
strong winds and flood-inducing rain. Borkson said she often collects shells on Dania Beach, but “I have never seen it like this?” 


Fake Saudi sultan admits he stole 


millions, faces long prison 


Associated Press 


A South Florida man has 
pleaded guilty to impersonating 
a member of Saudi Arabia’s royal 
family to orchestrate several 
fraud schemes involving the 
theft of millions of dollars. 

Miami federal prosecutors 
said Tuesday that Anthony 
Gignac, 47, admitted using vari- 
ous aliases making it appear he 
was a Saudi royal; he even drove 
a Ferrari with diplomatic license 
plates. Prosecutors say he faces a 
lengthy prison sentence after 
pleading guilty last week. 

Authorities say Gignac and 
others used the fake Saudi royal 
identity to persuade investors to 
put up millions of dollars for pur- 
ported business opportunities 
that didn’t exist. Gignac also at- 
tempted to use his false identity 


term 


(in 1991, left, 
1995, right) even drove a Ferrari 
with diplomatic license plates. 


Anthony Gignac 


to buy a Miami hotel and had the 
nameplate “Sultan” on his con- 
dominium’s front door. 

Earlier this year the Miami 
Herald reported that Gignac, 
who was born in Colombia, was 
adopted by a U.S. couple in 
Michigan and allegedly began 
passing himself off as a wealthy 
Saudi royal during the 1990s. 

He is scheduled to be sen- 


tenced Aug. 7. 


Schools seek security boost 
despite major budget hole 


By SCOTT TRAVIS 
Staff writer 


The Broward County School 
District is scrambling to beef up 
school security and increase 
teacher pay while starting the 
school year in a $13.6 million 
hole. 

Security has become a pri- 
ority in the wake of the Feb. 14 
massacre at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School. But offi- 


cials say state funding actually 
dropped by $16 per student, 
making it tough to add new ex- 
penses. 

Although the state increased 
education funding overall, much 
of it was earmarked for specific 
uses, such as mental health 
counselors and school resource 
officers, giving the district no 
new dollars to use at its discre- 


See BUDGET, 9A 


Gasoline prices drop off — for now 


The average dip is about 10 cents a gallon, but expect the 
relief to be temporary, experts say. Rising crude oil prices took 
a breather but will resume their run within weeks. Story, 9B 


Cop gets 
suspended 


for post 
online 
Creek officer said he 


hoped Parkland activist 
gets run over by car 


By SUSANNAH BRYAN 
Staff writer 


Brian Valenti, the Coconut 
Creek K-9 officer who posted a 
comment on Facebook that trig- 
gered public outrage, is being sus- 
pended for five days and will be 
required to undergo sensitivity 
training, the department said 
Tuesday. 

Valenti told Police Chief Butch 
Arenal he regretted posting a 
comment saying he hoped Park- 
land activist David Hogg would 
get hit by a car during Friday’s 
protest at Publix. The 23-year vet- 
eran told his supervisors it was 
meant as a joke, but he now real- 
izes it was not funny. 

He told the chief he plans to 
apologize in person to Hogg and 
other organizers of the event. 

Hogg said Tuesday, “Cops are 
meant to protect and serve com- 
munities, not spread hate and vi- 
olence among them.” 

Arenal’s decision on how to 
reprimand his officer came just 


See VALENTI, 9A 
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Diplomats hustle to meet 
June 12 summit goal 

The US.-North Korea summit 
remains uncertain but President 


Trump was eager Tuesday to 
salvage what he had scuttled. 3A 


Roseanne tweet prompts 
ABC to cancel her show 


Barr referred to a former Obama 
adviser as a product of the Musim 
Brotherhood and “The Planet of 
the Apes.” 2A 


CFestival Rep 2018 * FAU SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 


JUNE 8-22 STUDIO ONE THEATRE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY, BOCA RATON 


A breezy, wonderful splash of comedy 
Tickets: $25 | Group tickets (15+): $16 at 561-297-6124 


Tickets at www.fauevents.com or 800-564-9539 
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